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PRIDAY (morning) SESSION 
FRIDAY (norning/ 


4 e mbled Delegates 

t 11.30 a.m, The General Secretary called Met pie the 
to order, As no nominations for Chairman ha e 2LVE 3 

‘ 3 i from the floor for 2a 
General Secretary cslled for nominations i?om 
Conference Chairmen and Vice-Chairman, 
Resolution=- Lawrence (Lewisham) and Walby (Hackney) viene 
tmhat / ,Gcorge(Ploomsbury)and J, Bdmonds (Lewisham) be Cha = 
and Vice-Chairman respectively? -EPeea. 


It was agreed that the Standing orders Committee act as tellers, 
R= T OF THE SSrd E.C.TO CONFGRENCE, 

I, ©.C.Mectings dur ng year, No action, 

2. #,C Attendance, No action, 

5. Branches Membership and Organisation, 


Moved Sloomsbury,"That resolution 8 on the Final agenda be taken 
<i. + neni Agreed, 
Glasgow (City) Branch: That this Conference is in favour of tne 
Journal "Forum" being published quarterly or half ycarly 
Kelvingrove Delegate -with permission of Conference opened on 
behalf of Clasgow Branch, 

elvingrove Delegate, was of the opinion that "Forum should be 
pub ¢ guerterly or half-yearly and priced at about 2/édyith 
lengthier articles of the type written by Gilmac to the 7,S.which 
would provide Party memberswith useful information, ..lso other 
technical subjacts rendering "forum"more saleable, 


Paddington Delegate speaking to the Paddington Amendment, 
‘© have no wish to tie down the Editors of "Porum",to say that 
it must come out quartcrly would be limiting them too much, 


Lewisham Delegote speaking to Lewisham’s Amendment, 
This Amendmen akes © more reolistic view of publishing "Popum" 


su 


without tying the Editors down to dates,they could then publish 
as sufficient material becomes available, 


Voting on Ppaddington’s Amendment:That the resolution be amended 

to read as follows: That this Conference is in favour of the Journal 
‘Porum"being published quarterl y,and if sufficient contributions 
are received be published more frequenkly, Lost 148351, : 


Lost 14-29, 
Glasgow Resolution: Glasgow(City). "That this Conference is in 


favour of the Journal “Forum" being published quarterly or 
half-yearly? Lo : 


Lewisham?’s Amendment 


ca Y 


Resolution 9 Hackney: "That "Parum, in its existing 
Tis¢oitinuca and a monthly cuplicated issue be pi 
suitable price,"“was taken without discussion, 


Resolution 7,Bloomsbury,. ny. 
ToSnsDITy Dele sates There seems to be a lack o 
"vorum",the position will be that the next Am 

can review the position and start it again 
Sloomsbury Branch: That in view of the evide 
contributions and support from the membershi 
‘"’orum be discontinued for the time being, and © 
ot the Annual Conference 1958, 


I,P.J,Comittec Manber : 

u wan al members that oe is| 
at the printers now,and it will be out nexs 
case someone accuses us of doing the dirty ¢ 
Resolution 1,¥ood een and Hornse 
eTugite om vs : 
support for the name §,P,.G.5,to be ch 
Section, It was claimed by these Le 


we 
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time would benefit the Party and assist our propaganda efforts 

it was also sa id that the present name of the Party smacked of 
nationalism, Overseas co we Gu an newspapers and others 

would then have no excuse to confus with the Labour Party, 

This new title would instantly pan ony our international objective, 


Delegates from Dartford Ealing and Hampstead,and two 2,C, meniberg 
opposed this resolution,They claimed that a change of the Party’s 
not serve ao useful purpose,on the contrary it would 
involve a lot of unecessary hard work entailing the change of name 
on every plece of Party literature, stationery etc, The answor in 
thc se opinion,vas the awakening on the part of the membership as 

a hole to the necessity of oa greater effort in propogating the 
panty’ 8 case, This change of name would not solve the problem of 
confusion,rather it would tend to confound it, We should remomber 
that we have becn known as the 8.P,¢,3,for over 50 years, Should 
we abandon our name now and another organisation start up celling 
Lisclf the §,.P.¢.5, a further confusion will arise, 


mame would 


Voting on Fulham Amendment:Delete "British Section" and replace 
with the words(GREAT BRIT IN Lost 14-354 
dgreen and Hornsey; That the neme of the Party be 


Resolution Yoor 
RTY<iRITISH SECTION, 
ost 14-34, 


CONF SRENCE *«DJOURNED POR LUNCH AT 12-4 


RSECOMMENCED AT 1-45 


CONF CRONCE 


Fraternal Greetings were read from: 
Socialist Party of New Zealand, 
Socialist Party of Australia, 
World Socialist Party of America, 


Vienna Socialist Group 
Comrade Hart,An ex -Islington member now resident ir South ‘frica, 


Comrade Dem sey of The Socialist Party of Ireland attended Conference 
Wo “expressed FraterntirGreetings from our comrades in Ireland,and 
addressed Conferencginforming it of their difficulties and efforts 


in propogating Socialism in Ireland, 


It was generally agreed that Pratrnal Greetings be sent to all 
the Companion Parties and Groups overseas, 


Charge peer Zs W,London Branch, 

oster F Oo make clear at the outset,that I a m not here 
to state BE views, I am here to state the facts which led up 
to the charge,Iif you have this statement in front of you,then you 
have as much as we have,This is of the greatest importance, all 

of it is of the greatest importance,We claim that the MoE .C oF was 
enother political organisation,seeking to hold a particular meeting, 
I want to draw your attention to the aims of this mecting, Coster 
then readthe letter from the M,F.C.F which had lead up to the branch 
being charged, He also read the rest of the statement drawn up on 
the matter,adding hbs comments as necessary, 

THE G=ENGR t SECRETARY now read the statement of the South West London 


SYranch to the delegation, 
; i. 8.%,Loncon menber stated that at no time had the #,C, officially 
' osked the branch for the names of those members responsible for the 
resolution, 


-London meniber,The brench thought it inadvisable to send the names 
and Comrade Ambridge opposed such a course when he came to the 


pranch, 
Hompstead Delegate asked if a member of $,W,London had been ; 
Tolegated to Speck for the branch, The answer was in the negative, 


Kingston Delegate We ore aware from the nature of the matter that 
tiore is a AT¢TeTon of opinion on this matter, I submit that the 
statement from §,\/, London is reasonable and conciliatory, therof ore 
t think Viet we should not in this specific inpbanes ask gale 


- ‘ep Fawn 


-. 
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} members to speak, ; 
spr pie Ben resolution wos rescinded: it is on record thes vi 
s co not constitute action detrimental, Where is the ee 
sot any bouquets to hand oup to the branch : 

or the @C, The B.C, have sadly mismanaged the whole affair, It is 
very serious matter to suspend 4 bronch, Hac the branca talen any 

action to defy the %,0%s Cecision the 7,C woule ha ve been 


eve 
Justified in suspendin 


rne 
by themselves 
&.C.Member,£ have not 


the branch, The branch took no action in 
conflict with the ©,C,"s decisiun,in fact they reseindes the 
resolution as requesbed, The §,C,came back whth the demanc that 
the branch shoulc get the assurgnees as requested from those mombers 
concerne’, T agree with the 3,C.g original decision and emphatically 
\isagree with the original resolution of the branch, No one would © 
that odd assortment of people known as the M.F.C.F.a political 
party, Only in so far as the B,C, defined it as a political party 

is it so, Certain 3,C.members disagreed with the decision, I t 

it is stretching it a shade too far, The E.C, took it a shade 
further,they have charged the branch, The branch is now up for 
consiceration, You must consider whether the 3.0,s action is 
Actrimental to the party. I suggest that this matter has gone too 
far,and the delegation should throw this out, 

E.C,Member,First of all I would like you to look at the first clauses 
oY the branches statement, Reference has been mate to the 

difference of opinion of 2,C.members, The only difference of opinion 
is one of method, You will bear in mind that this matter hos lasted 
over a year,I repeat tha t there has been no difference of opinion 
in this matter of E,C.members,or branches in the party. The only 
lifference of opinion in this matter has been in §,%, London Branch, 

I hac the job of attending this particular Branch as an H{C, 
Delegate,and I uncerstood at the time what the reluctance was that 
mace the branch refrain from putting the E,C.’s proposition to 

the members concerned, I woul’ suggest to you that if thére has 

been any blunder, it was not the E,C,,it was the branch,, You must 
accept the statement that they have sent out. The 3.C., is inthe 
position that the branch must be responsible for its members, 

Your E,.C, I suggest had no other alternative but to bring this matter 
to you, This charge comes before you because of the inefficiency of 
the branch, The branch wont deal with these individuals, so 
conference mst, : 

Podtington Delegate, The E.C, is charging the branch because the 
Branch refuses to get an assurance from the members, It is on the 
views of those members whether they can be shown to be detrimental 
to the interests of the party that this revolves, No where can fT 
see any evidence that these members or the branch are opposed to 

the D.,of P, If the holding of views about sending observers and 
taking part merely as observers is detrimental to the interests of 
the party then this position is ridiculous, No case to be made out 
of action detrimental, ~~ —_ 
FLOOR RESOLUTION. Resolution Bryan and Ma 


¢ 


not been proven," 
Paddington Delegate,.The branch has been at fault in that 
Ter er EE but that is true of many branches, 
one attitude that the party has adopted with reg 4* 
That views alone are not action detrimental; tk 
The party when admitting a prospective member exp 
agree with the D,of P, and the party’s case in gen 
never taken the view that a membersviews must F 
This has become a principle over a matter of yes 
consider is how final is the disagreement, & 
on its mcrits, We do not think that’ the par 
by these members holding these views, If thei 
that is 4 ction cetrimental,but we do not t 
the case, : 

Zaling Delegate,I dont see how you can send 
rolae to-swell-a chor us, That means you ar 
such organisations, Whether we should #t 
out two yeare ago, The #.C, were acting q 
for such assuranees, The trouble with D 
resolution one gear and are not prepared 
Resolution Willmott and Lawrence (Lewis' 
confined to Comrade Trotman and del 
The vote was challenged and lost. 


“0 
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Delé e, Hampstead branch is in full support of the 
.?s action, Holding these views is incompatible, If we dont 
Bake action we shall still have members with views in conflict 
Pwith the principles of the Party, 
S$. Loncon member, 

as brinch member an’ not as a member of the minority 


roup, Most of whst has been gsaic is irrelevant, I have been 
prepared to lebate my opinions with ony #.C,member any time, I om 
always Lark paesk to state my views, The branch were Po luctant to ask 
for these assurances, The %,C,shoulc have chargec the members 


concé med snot the brench,but they have not done so, It is not the 
the D,of P, which is now the domo but certain aspects of it, I can 
vr 


ink of nothing worse than that, In past years the branch wanted 
© collaborate with what is surely considered to be worsees 
politica 1 party,the I,L,P.on the matter of jointly approsching the 
1} .B.C,for time on the air but there was no suggestion of throwing 
us oub then, Ye could site many questions of precedent on this 
matter, For instance,when eight members of the B.C, voted to 
ffiliate with the Central Board of Conscientious Objectors-there 
was no question then of throwimg them out, As the matter had 
no thing to do with the D,ofP, the branch saw no reason to ask 
for the assurances, The =,C, should have gone to the individual 
nembers anc made a clear cut issue of it, 
7 ‘ember, 
Ticembers in discussion contend that there is no question of 
th M.F.C.F, being a political Party, If am organisation socts 
out with one of its objects that of helping to establish "Liberty 
id a self-reliant economy in the protectorates",that is 2 political 
Revenint-4 political organisation with political objectives,mode 
up chiefly of politicians, It is a question of princinlc-, 
Individusl members should have Pepresented themselves to the E,C 
s individuals anc not as 69 ee 8ranch-then the situation 
would have been different an’ §,.W.London Branch would not now 
be charged, All statements heve been mide in the mame of $,77, 
Lon?on Branch, Nobocy has proposec what else the £,C, might 
heve Cone, What action can be taken? The solution lies with the 
branch, Their refusal to acknowlecge that they have an senswer in 
t} heir he re is. 
.C,Member, I stance guilty here of Ccogma,and if the party is not 
‘ hi to tike this stan’ we might ag well pack up, You will find 
that the 2.C.has taken this matter very seriously a nd has only 
made a factual statement, 
= .C,Member, I attended the Conference of the M, F.C,F. ‘Ye should 
next time grasp the opportunity to reply to the invitation that 
we woulc attenc,in no way compromising our principles and to put 
our point of view, There would have been every opportunity of the 
Pparty?s view being placed before a large audience, It was on 
unwisely written answer to the original invitation, 
Paccington Delegate, The subject matter of the charge has been 
Targely lost in the discussion of the original resolution, The 
members would not put forward these views in publicso as to make 
it the party’s view., It has never been suggested that they 
wanted to lend support to the M.F.C.F.as o body nor to support 
that basis of tthe conference mentioned in Fenner Brockwayss letter, 
The minority cic not suggest supporting the U.P .C?F? as ea whole, 
The B,C, shoul@ have asked for the memberd names anc then cherged 
the members concerned if they thought the metter sufficiently worth 
wnile pursuing, The method they used causes more harm than the 
oricinal matter, 
Voting on Resolution Lost 12-28, 
: ord) & Catt(Dartford) 
hat atter hearing the officinl statements ofthe 2,Cc, and S.%, 
Lon*on Branch plus the evicence of members,this Conference is of 
the opinion that the charge against 8 .W, London be Ciemiased, 
Lost, 8-25, 
Resolution yillmott (Hackney )&Lawrence(Lewisham}: Thac this 
Conference holds that the charge against §.W.London Branch be 
troppe” vut urge that members of this branch be asked to face up 
to the implications containec in some of its members views anc utter=- 
enees and exercise due responsibility that such members shell at all 
timesact in accordonce with the principles and policy of the Party, 


inches 


Edmonds (Lewisham) (As ex General Seeretary)You are askin, 


2 \ Ve 

Cerried 25-15- rt ecoul@ not support the bale resolution of . Fas Ios 7 oe 
wackney Deno =.0, were wrong in takin, the bhi h-han'‘e? method, Ten. oe 
r aE eee vy ana ot §.%.London brench to support proportional ‘BESS 2o i 
aes Ses on nd to support the Rent Act are not in accord nce “aog Be) 
Py: _aage-toaee Mog se or principles. The Conf vrenge should ‘ada 44 By 

: ant re th “C.to the effect that the members of the 8. .Lon= 5 
“on br Rok shoul take due care that people who express tac views 

ey do ghould be asked just how far they Oo Every memper should, 

? 3 ‘ “ull scuss their :TioVdnees. 9 

civon by them c»portunity to fully “iscuss their 

coring these tb the 3.C, and they can then take a decision upon the 


information ani meterial at their disposal, We shall heve safee 


iarded the principles of the party an? its policy if we Crop the 
char and take this action, 
esolution Mostyn 


m & Proncis;"That this Conference encorses the action 
or the =.C, in osking the members of the §.W London Branch for an 
assurance that they agree with the Pparty’s case, anc in so far that 
they have not yet received that assurance; this Conference instructs 
the $,¥,Loncon Brench through the =.C, to give thattassurance" 

fhe Resolution wis put to the vote and Lost 19-19, : 

The vote was challenged and the resolution was Carried 20-19, 
Kesolution Mitchell (Wesfh Ham)& McXone (Wood Green&hornsey. ) 

‘This Conference does not agree that the 3.“%,London Branch acted 


trimental to the Party’s interest,but in view of all the circum-" 
stances exonerates the the 3 


=.C, from blame in the action they took? 
The resolution was lost by a LARGS MAJORITY, 

Resolution Critchficla &McCarthy at the two resolutions passed 
"6 tO a Party Po fo) e membership," AGREED, 


THS CONFSRSNCZ ADJOURNED AT 5-40.pm, 


SATURD/Y SESSION COMMENCED AT 2-30pm, 


party Organisation anc Membership continued, 


Resolution 2, Ealing;"That a General Secretary’s Committee be formed 
to work under the General Secretary,to assist him to keep accurate 
records of Party Conferences,Mectings,Polls and results of Rallots! 
Sling Delegate, Enlirg have been getting the impression over the 
Inst two or three years that there has been an accumulation of 

work at H,O, anc that things are happening that should not happen 
i.,e.,loss of Ballot papers, Ealinh Branch were interested in running 
a lottery :there were no records about this when the branch asked 

at H.O,. Impression was that things were not kept very cfficiently 
and easily accesible, 


Islington Delegate,Dont you think that the H,O,Assistent can monage 
Without having a committee, 


Hompstead Delegategre the records in a satisfactory state or not? 


i 


The General SecretaryAppreciated that one branch appremiated that 
work at H,O, has been difficult in recent years and that they were 
trying to remedy the problem, He and the Assistant Sccretary don’t 
think it essential to have a General Secretary’s Conmmittee.It was 
aifficult to allocate work;assistants could always be used:they could 
present themseclwes week by week for work,but it is difficult to farm 
out work as anc when it arises,Records at H+ O,have beém in a 
Cisastrous state but now records are in good condition,All t mae 
can now be f ound, We have also this year an H,O,Assistant,she very 
reliable and has given a lot of help, She is taking on to” pene 
more and more routine work and a lot of problems which existed tw 
years ago are being solved, E.G Reports are now ae out 
refularly,anc general routine work is being done by regul me 
Lowisham Delegate,We are opposing the resolution, The Party has 
TceLent SOME EESSS the work is covered by the General See 
Lssistant Sceretary,H,.O,Assistant ond the Ballot Committe » ti 
inefficient,no extra committee will make it efficient, The om 
limitec mumber of people willing to co work and these 
just be put on another committec, 


a ot 
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Ommittce to take over the work of enother oeunh bidietnt zat 
tee, We have too many committces, Most of these members on 
Htecs arc 5.C, members who are alreudy on other committécs, 
the work involved fall on the shoulders of 18-20 people, -1 
mez the time in question by Ealing,the General Secretary was ill 
oll the work fell on the Assistant Secretary, The majority of 
work of this organisation is done bi about 25 people, You members 
mld go back to your branches and point out that the mombership 
@s not do half the work it should and that the membership should 
me its share of the work, 


2 Delegate,I agree with “dmonds , He agrees with our case that 
} an assistant there is more than enough work to do,ith 
an assistant, more and more work will devolve on her, No answer to 
Say we have too meny committees if there is work to do, 4 committee 
is necded to co-ordinate all the work, 
Voting Taken, Carricd 25-21, 


Resolution 3, “ood Green & hornsey,and item B for discussion were 
how discussed together, 

Delegates from Bloomsbury, Hampstead,Wood Green & Hornsey, 

Islington &Pacdington stressed as their main agreement that as the 
majority of the active members lived in the North London and Central 
area therefore Head Office should be located near to the Kings Cross 
or Camden Town areas, This would in their opinion cus down the 
trevelling time of many members who attend at Clapham, Should a 
move towards the centre of London be defleated it was the general view 
of those branches supporting the resolution that the 2,C.should 
endeavour to hire a small room or hall centrally situated to serve 
as an E.C?meceting place and Central London Office, 


Opposing this resolutio and the sugestion of hiring a room in 

Central London for 2,C.mectings, the Delegates from Southend Tottenham 
and Lewisham stated that wherever H,O,was located some members would 
have to trevel long distances, It would also not help to have £.C. 
meetings held away from the H.O, where records were readily available 
the cash involved would only add to our financial difficulties 

at present, 


rs Resa 


Voting on the Adendum,. 
Add: Provided that premises can be obtvained that are in the =xXecutive 
Committees opinion shitable and justify the cost and difficulpy 
of a removal, CARRIED 26-15, 
Voting on the resolution as adendéd, 


Resolution Wh Green & Boreeeds. aa this Conference instructs 
@ pxecu ommi bbe ake immediate steps to secure new 
Head lkoe preaises cuditreris situated in the London Postal 
Rrea provider that premises can be obtained that ore in the E,.C. "8 
opinion suitable and justify the cost and difficulty of a removal", 
CARRISD 30-11, 


Resolution Willmott(Hackney) & Grisley (Southend); 
‘That Literature be Taken now" 


AmendmentAyres(Hampstead) & Francis (Islington): 
*thot only resolution 5 & 6 and item E for discussichn be taken" 
Amendment Carried by Large Majority; 
Sub Res Corfiue by Large Majority, 


Delegates From Paddington Hackney Birmingham & Wickford together 

with ome E,C, member supported the resolution fob the following 
reasons, That a regular correspondence column in the $,3, would 

make for a more stimulating journal, they suggested that the letters 
published from non-members and members should be left to 

contributors to answer with the proviso that the Editbrial , 
Committee sdit and answer such correspondence as they think necessary, 
Bditorial replies if any,should be kept short, and contributors be 
asked to keep their comments short and to the "point, Whereas Delegates 
from Kelvingrove Southend, Bloomsburgnd Hampstead with two B,C, 
members strongly opposed the proposition that a correspondence 
colum be inserted in the "Socialist Standard", 
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heir gemeral view that facilitics were already availlabZ 
tS enercmnans was being received and replied to, They st 
opposed any editing of letters by cither the 3.C,. or the 
nditorial Committee,as such practice could reasonably be construe 
as censorship, They claimed that the Party and its members have 
a journal (Forum) at its disposal,inviting criticism but it had 
fallen into disuse, It has been the #,6%s view over the years 
that comment on articles means attack and the original writer 
of the article will want to reply, ond members would attack cach 
other in the 6,8, 


Amendment(Hackney Sranch):Delete "Nditorial Committce" and insert “a 
Instead "Sxecutive Committec", Lost 16=30, 4 


Resolution Paddington Branch: 
pocl1a Ss 


y 
m 


"That a regular section of, the f 
Standard be reserved for letters from readers (Both 

mbers and non-members); readers being encouraged to comment on 
articles and also on other correspondence, The Editorial Committee 
shall cxcrcise its discretion on the publication of correspondence 
and reply only chen deemed necessary,” ae 

Carried 25=22, 


Resolution 6. Hackney. 
Adendum Paddington-3 
2 paddington-2 
Paddington-1 
Add:oand that one of the titles be "Dirty work!" 


Lost 19=22, 
Adendum 2: Add: and that one of the titles be ©” 
Why workers should oppose overtime" Carried 23-20, 
Adendum 1: Add: and that one of the titles be @ 
Rent Bill and Yor" ‘ Carried 23-19, 
These were moved without discussion, > © 
Resolution as Addended 


" 


Adendum 3; 


Carried 40-4, 


Item ©, Paddington; "A Policy for the Socialist Standard", q 
Discussion now took place on"{tem For discussion 3! 


Paddington Delegate. The sales of the 8.8, have long been precarbbus, 
Ir it was not for the efforts of those comrades who canvass,the 
would have fallen drasticall long ago, We think it is the contents 
which make the paper; the articles which go in the S.$,these days 
are generally speaking more likely to drive readers away, Recognising 
that it is a matter of training writers,the branch is hoping to 
start a writers class,and we shell get in touch with the Classes 
Organiser to this effect,There are various subjects on which Party 
members are at loggerheadts,T,V, Automatiom, Psychology ctc.,and 


we focl that there is 1 general Party viewpoint which could be 
on these subjects, ’ 


birmingham Delegate,We back up Paddington on this matter 
arevicles that are published are those thar the Bditorial 


consider are following the Party line or are too vague & 
controversial, : as ’ 


Hampstead Delegate,I have a sympathy with those wi 
SPILTCLSS any Sapect of the Party’s work, I agree 
for the $,S,are very bad; but every member who wri 
is an amateur, What Paddington Branch really wants 
History,Science ctc,,to write for us, I think that 
Branch are doing a good thing in criticising the 
suggesb that they try to write the articles that 
they should not be discouraged if they are refuse 
Editorial Committee, I think that members should 
loggerheads on the varoius subjects that have bee 
should be one on these things, I om a dogmatist, 
on Socialism we should all be dogmatists, You d 
Dr, of Philosophy or Science to write for the | 


CONFTRENCS ADJOURNED AT 5 -30, 


Page 8, 


SUNDAY SUSSION COMMENCED 1f 11=30 a.m, 


ce Vice Chairman could not attend the Sunday Session,also the 
hairman Comrade George informed the Delegation that he could not be 
present in the afternoon, He suggested to the mecting that they 
appoint Comrade #.0. critchficld as Vice Chairman and that he could 
take over in the afternoon, This was agreed to by the Delegation and 
Comrade R,O,Critchficld sat as Vice Chairman, 


The Standing Orders Committee reported that the new method of voting 
on amendments to rulcs by entering For or Against on a form prépered 
by them and denoting the various amendments had been compléted, They 
asked the Conference whether they approved of this method, 
Resolution Webster( Kelvingrove )&Cottis (Southend ): “That this method 
as adopted be carried out at the next Conference", 

CARRIED NEM CON, 
Amendments to Rule, SE 
Amendments to hule 2,Camberwell Branch :Insert on line six after the 
word “"Sranch"the words "Members of o5 years of age and over being 
under no furthor obligation to pay dues", 

Carried 28=19, 


rule 4, Paddington, Paddington Delegate stressed that under no 

Sircumstances should a central Branch member be barred from speaking 

or voting at 2 branch because of his financial standing, Members 

other than Central Sranch members even in arrears with their dues are 

still allowed by rule to speak in,and vote at their branch meetings 

on all matters,but at present as the rule stands Centrel Branch members 

do not enjoy this priviles e, 7 
Lost 23-30, 


l idin;tomzor aches +Dulete " geistcnt ‘Tressurer" 
Cewiahan . ibéeniities Add and Assistant Secretary", 
Lewd sham Helefcte (Speaking to the Addendum) We are in the rather 
Y position of being opposed to our own Addendum, 
2eting earlier, the branch were in favour of this Addendum 

It wos thought that if the =.C,appointed the ‘Assistant General 
Secretary it would be 2 better proceduresespeciolly if the member con- 
cerned were ever sick,or away or fell down on the job, We changed our 
minds later os it was thought on reflection that it would be better to 
have the 4,.G.5. elected by the membership, 

loonsbury Delerote,We think thet to have the Trensurer and Generak 
Ncoretary advising the E.C, on who 4s most capable and fitted to be 
their oseinte ints is the “ine thod adopted, 
E,C,.Member There is a reason why this should have “arisen, Thero was 
no nomination for the post of Assistant Treasurer, 1.8 you know we 
have a H,0,Assistant and she does the job automatically, If you 
appointed an Assistant Treasurer he would have no work to do, 
Voting on the Addendum Lost 13832, 


Voting on the Resolution Lost 22-22, 


Rule 28, Camberwell; That the rule be amended by deleting alt after 
the word Constitucney "on line 4, 

Camberwell Delegaute,The brunch recognise that it is difficult to 
fet the correct funber of signatures on the nomination pcpérs,and 
this obviously limits us with regard to Blectbral Activity, phat is 
why we want to alter the rule, The resolution was put to the vote 
ore lost 9-42, 


D3LEGATE MESTING ati. NGEMENTS , 
Resolution 4. 


Hackney Drench; “That the 1957 Delegate Meeting be 


prsoerAa. Paddington Bronch:Delete "Head Office” and insert instead 
"S Control London ert”, W 
Voting was taken without discussion, 


Fpddington anendgent Lost 6-34, °° 
“CaYTted Bae” 
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Resolution S#deLsy (Islington) g Cottis (Southend): "That ‘We © ,07a% 
proceed with literature," agreed, FP 
; >, 
Item For Ciscussion F,(Kelvingrove);The possibility of an earlier = 9 
publishing day for the Socialist Standard for the purpose of apeedic x 


distribution owing to the necessity of having the Standard in news= 

agents hands at the beginning of the month, 

Kelvingrove Delegate,We have kept the dates of receiving the 8.5. 

and we always ge em severol days late, This does not help us 

in our canvassing efforts, We have also found that when we get the 

S.8,late it affects our sales thr ough the newsagents, Our contention 

is,if it is at o11 practicable that the 8,8, should be made 

avollable just before the end of the month, 

Editorial Committee, This is not reully our pigeon as it imvolves 
hings that are really nothing to do with us, The printing trade has 
altered from what it used to be before the war, The printing trade 
is overburdened with work; it has labour difficulties, And unless 

wo are prepared to pay a fantastic price=which of course we are not-= 

we cannot do anything about it, Lack of materhal is one of our 

main difficulties, We seem to get articles too late in the month 

to get the S,S,out on time, If we are instructed we would go to the 

printers earlier; this of course would make us less topical, We 
shall also have to miss a number of meetings that we normally 
publish through going to press early, 

Hackne$ Delegate: Is it possible to have a stop press in the 8,8.? 
Editorial Committee We could do this with noticse, but this would 

hardly evoly to articles,I donst think that is a practical way 

out of it, 

Resolution Webster (Kelvingrove )&Sryan (Paddington):"That this 

Conference recommends that the E.C, instructs the Editorial 
Committee to make every effort to advance the publishing day of 

the S.S, so that the current issue will be available at thé 

idstribution centres on the,last day of the previous month, 

idcendum Cook(Birmingham)&rancis (Islington) "And that a notice 


regularly appear in the’S.S7 reminding contributors of the last day 
of the receipt of copy", eis 


Addendum Carried 24—2, 
Resolution Carricd Large Majority. 
Item for Discussion G,Kelvingrove Branch : Methods of increasing 
the circulation of the Sootalist Standard,eibher by paid ‘ 


canvassers or through wholesale distributors, 
Kelvingrove Delegate The Central Literature Sales Committee’s réport 
makes plain at the sales have increased ovér the past year, But 
the actual increase is not more than 100 or so0,and I donst think 
that that is a marked increase, One of the things that has been ~ 
stressed has been that we must get out and work,we agree wit 
but it is not enough, If we go back over past reperts we fi 
sales were much higher in the past,and in actual facb 
fallen, ‘There are two methods by which we can overc 
in sales, Newcagents ordens is one,and the other is 
canvassers, . 

Lewisham Delegate, If Kelvingrove has practical re 
should formulate their reshlts and circulate the & 
results, i j 
Camberwell Delegate,We support the idea of dis 
wholésalers,but aré opposed to the idea of having 


Item for Discussion Kelvingrove, ae 
Kelvingrove Delefate,: one of the difficulties of 
TS Tinsnce—T- think we can say that over the pa 

lost a £100,0on the S.8, The rea 1 reason for d 
be to get as many workors to read it as possit 
deterrent to selling it, The circulation is po 
the price,but because working men and women 6 
We can say that they are prepared to pay for 
ested in, ; 
Resolution Kerr *® Thurlow (West Ham)"That thi! 
that the price of the 8,8, to increased to 

to revert to the original better quality pap 


Pare 10, 


‘ tes from West Ham= Southend &lslineten § 

f vour of inepeaging the price of the 8\8,to <0, MUNG te 
clington Delegate supported the inorease in price he spoke against 
ving better quality paper as ita cost would neente any saving 

sate by ineressing the price, It was generally atrooned by those 

su, , opting an dneressed price that 6a would not alter the aeles, 

any people wore alpesdy paying 6d for their 8.8, Those supporting 

the view that a better quality paper be used,did go becouse in their 

opinion many members wished to keep their copies of the 8,9, to refer 

to in later years, the paper now used was not suitable for this 

purpose, 

Speaking against the tncrense in price the Delegatea from 

Uirmingham Ealing ane Wickford stressed again that an inorease in 

price would not solve the problem of falling sales,only an inoreaded 

effort on the part of all members in selling more copies of the 8,5, 

would help, 


Central Literature Sales Committee,If it wasnet for about 25 
ihombers you would huve to p yo Lot more than 6d, for your 6,5.. 
I am amazed at some members saying that they mow what the public 
needs,as they never sce a member of the publio, 4 lot of this 
discussion sounds unreal,when you realise how few of those people 
who have contributed to the disoussion csotually get our and try to 
sell the 8.8, You should look at the figures that we publish on 
the bottom of our report, 

Voting on the resdlution 


Lost 9=14, 
Resolution Webster (Kelvingrove)& Cottis (Sout}end):"That this 
Conference cecommends the E.C, to call a party Poll on'the question 


Should the price of the 5,S,be inoreased from 4d to 6d, and that the 
B,E,supply the following information- 


Monthly figures of phblishing costs,inoome from sales, 
ciroulation figures, piblication figures,annual “advertising 
costs for the years 1954,55,and §6,to bramohes, 
Curried 18-9. 
Conference Adjourned at 1-10 for lunch, 


Conference Recommenced ot 2 ,p.m, 


Kesolution 12, Sirmingham,"fhat this Conference affirms that because 
oY Its expancing capacity for wealth production Capitalism’s crises, 
whether destructive war or non «productive slump,tend always to 
intensify, involving the wastage of life and wealth on an ever 
increasing scale", 

birmingham DelegateThe basis of the proposition that we are putting 
fo you LS bades On what we have read in the 8,8, and what London 
speakers have said off our platform when they have visited us, We 
have always accepte’ thab crises and wasrs get worer in line with 
what Marx wrote, We find later that according to the 2,C, that we 
are not in step, The Delegate now made references to an article over 
the name of E,W, in the 8,8, of August 1939, and continued; These 
quotes back up our case that things ory getting worse, 

Speaking in favour uf tie resolutions amendment, She Delegites (With 
the exeption of Lirmingham) the Delerates from jirmingham ,\Wickford 
andHampstead generally agreed with the views oxpressed by the 
Dirmingham Delegation, Hampstead Delegate in his discussion 
sugrested the need for the Party to set up a committee of 
investigation into the couses of criiises of Capitalism, — 


Opposing the resolutions Amendment the Delegates from Hockney ond 
Kelvingrbve arreed with the Editorial Committee’ a statement which 
replied to “irmingham s criticisms, 


uditoritol Committee member : It is not true that the 8,3, has put we 4 
a) W, ve crises and wlll probably some’time — 
get a ble one, Capitalism expands and produstaneas inorenses, It a 
not simply follow that wars and crises get worse, It‘is nob true 
that Marx anc Engels held consistent views on criees, yy 


n. A 
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Marx in his later years cic not formulate any view that crises ne Lf nthe 4 
cot worse, Crises have beem varying in intensity — the last a v, 
150 years, In the 1880s an’ the 1950s ybu hac two really creat ioe 
Cepressions which sre unparolled in the history ot Capitalism, 7 Wx 
Yuu have to consider why crises hap;en, The pattern is of Jonge 


> 


term dcep depressions,crises do not happen because of mere 

increase in procuctivity, Disproportion and anarchy of procuction — 
is the reason, Automstion- It is not true that there is a creat 
increrse of »rocuctivity with automation, With regarc to wars, 

the bierest wars were at the beeginin- of the 19th Century, the 
Napoleonic anc the American Civil Wars, It is not 2 simple pattem 
oi criscs and wars gettine necessarily more destructive, It 
depenis on the cquel belance of the forces, The Cevelopment of 
Capitalism cannot be summed up merely by looking at wars and erises) 
ne must sce the nature of the cause of crises: we must not limit 
ourselves to these two things to cover the whole field, The refers 
ence to rediation (Strontium 90), “s a factor in loss uf life end 
worsening conditions is a good one; but this should be put intsé 
perspective, True a lot of people will cie from bone concer, but 
during the same time a lot more people will die from road accidents, 
incustrial sccidents etc.,The Socialist Case is not to sect up as 
prophets, but we expluin why these things happen, 


irminghom Delegate(Winding up Ciscussion); We can say’ thet wé have 
fad an economic crisis since the beginning of the 1939-45 war, 
Wars anc slamps sre insepserable from crises, They all mean che 
testruction or non -prucuction of wealth, The discussion begrrs 
out how much confusion there is in the Party,end I therefore 
welcome Hampsteac’s sur.cestion for 91 committee,(He now auoted 
from voiume 3 of Capital dealing with crises), Marx dic not say 
that war is an economic factor, but war is aon economic factor 
today;baering in mine that o huge part of the- budgets of ali 
countrics is spent on War or preparations for War, I was very 
much amused by E.W. ’srecantation,he says he was wrong then,so 
presumably he is rischt now, ‘jut the chances are that if he was 
wrong then ,he is still now! The point is that we should get 
lown to what we arree on, : 


The Reselutivn wus Loat 9-32. 


. 
Amendment Wickford sranch: Delete the words"intensify,involving” 
and insért insteac the word"Incur”, 


Lost 4-34, 


Resolution Youne(Hampstead )&Cook (Hirmingham);"That this 
Conference recommends the ©.C,to appoint a study group to +e ont 
investicate the validity of the critisims of the Party’s =) 90) 8 
statements of the Crises of Capitalism with a view to defining 
the Party s attituce more clearly," . obeee a 

Carried 25-4, = 


- LOPSGANDA, 


Resolution 10, Hackney: "That the Hxecutive Commi tt 
strenuous efforts to mainteain regular outdoor 
at Hyde Park," : 


=i 
This resolution wos agree to without discussion, 


Resolution Mostyn & Francis(Islington): "That t 
recommencs the Executive Committee to consider 
of askin» Ppaccington firanch to assume responsibi 
Hyte park Meetings," P 
lropavanca Committes Member; If this suggestic 
woulc De a Very food thing, The propaganda Go 
enceavours to cet Paddington Branch to do mor 
this meetine, The branch have always been re 

Selling of Literature at Hyde Park, - 2 
The Resolution wos Lost by 2 lorxze Majority, 


Parliamentary Activity, 


riicmutary /-tivity(eontdmued), Page 12, 


‘olution ll: Kulvinprove;s “nat only a constituency in » 

ot COO Socialist Standards have been gci4 regedaeiy rte 

_ tio. of at least six months prior to the Blection,be contested”, 
_ivin rove Delegstes The resolution is not to try to promote 
Citerature Bales, what we are concerned with 1s that there should 
be some consistant uctivity in « constituency before we contest it, 
if you have not got large sales of Literature in 2 constiyuency , 
chen oyu should not contest it, The Literature soles indicate 
whether we have support or not, 


Slocmsbury Delegate,We co not want to put anything Cown that is 
cooing to wanes ‘our future activities, 


»Aling Delerate, We have an ex-comrace Healey who sells 600 copies 
of the Socialist Standurd from time to time in the Wythenshaw jrea, 
Yot Manchester branch is virtually non-cxisteyt,and you couldn t 
possibly hold elections there, Dhis chows at least one flaw in this 
resolution, 

E.C Member, This is a bac’ resolution ,If passed it woulc )robably 
Mean no electoral activity for oa long time, Perhaps this is the 

| intention of the movers, 

Kelvinerove Delegate,I agree with the }.C.member ,it woula stop 
Clectoral activity in the meontime, Bach lot of electoral activity 
hos seen a fall off in the membership, In the present circumstances 
it is uscless to put forward candidates, The proposition is that you 
ghould put the work in before hand,if you want to‘achicvo any results, 


Lost 4-43, 
FIN NCS i 


Item for Discussion K: Yood Green @ Hornsey branch: That we consider 
ways and means -f raising funds,othcr than merely asking members 

or subscribers for them, 

“Nooe Green = Hornsey Delegate, Sugrested as a means of raising 
Additional runds, che lctting off of part of Head Office Premises, 
Southend Delerate sucgested that members and sympathisers be asked 

to pledge themselves to donate ot least a shilling wer month, : 
ond an appeal could be mado in the columns of the Socialiéb Standart, 


H,O,Oreanisers jieport. 


% Willmott(CLassea Orgeniser) There is nothing to réport, I got out 
a series of syllabuses anc tutors to do the classes, There were a 
series of ciscussions on Education which were fairly well attended, 
Notices were sent out,The syllabuses were much too ambitious, There 
will be three classes organise? this summer,oconomics, incustrial “~ 
history, writers class and speakers class, 


Item ?or Discussion D, Kelvinvrove ‘ranch: The possibility of 
uppointine on %,C.member Or specific Party official to the task 
of dealing eith complaints from provincial Uranches, 


uesolution Yebster(%elvinerove),"That this Conference recommends to 
the %,0, tha ley Appoint a party Official whose terms of 
reference shall be: 


J» 


1, To deal with complaints from Provincial 
3renches, 
2, To present the views of Provincial 
“ranches at %,C.anc Committee meetings 
when necessary, “ 
Xclvinrrove Delerate,The appearance of this resolution is the poo 
avtcntion that ve receive in the Provinces, Since the appointment 
ol Comrace %,Keys the position has been better, but we want to make 
suve that it does not happen again, The idea would be thet this 
member woulc express the point of view of the Provineial Sranghes, — 


Lost 8=11, —s 
.csOlution Lawrence & Coffey:"fhat this Conference recommenits the 
q ec, vo anelude Oo GentPal Organisers terms of reference the 
task of dealing with complaints from provincialjranches and vi £ 
their point of view to sub-committees of the B,C, : i 


agreed, 


page 13. oY SE 


Resolution Couk( ire inchem)<Docherty(Islinzto n)"That the Byc,s * ° 


J ra 
port be adopted”, Agreed, + a’) 
v x 
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Item for Discussion 4 ,Wood Green & Hornsey,-: The imnecinte task ne. ¥ 

ay” 
Pay “ 
j ; s ; Ae 
vate. Our propagance at the moment is too wice 


choose one or two area an’ concentrate on thon 


Item for Discussion C, loomsbury: Should Delegate Meeting revert to 
one full cday?y - 
loomsbury Delegate, One day is more than enough for an Jubum 
JeLe gate ng, ond we can meet at H,O, and carry on as long 
ve like, If the one day is not enough we can always decide to 
meet for another Sunday session, 
Kersley & Gillis (Sloomsbury) Resolution: "That this Confereace ; 
TS that the .utum Delerate Weetinr recert to one full day,” 


Lost Qml4A, 


as \ 


Item for Discussion T Kelvinerove; The price of the Western ~ 
Socialist, 

lvingerbdve Delegate, We pay the full price for the Western 
Socialist, and as we do so when we deal with the new.agents wo lose 


quite a pit on the Ceal, an? therefore we think the price should 
be increased to 8d to sallow us to civer this loss, 

uC Member,If we sold all the Western Sogialists we got we would 
mike a Small profit, \t the moment we lose about £35-10-0,or so, 
If a provincial branch are losing guite a bit they can always 
approach the =,C,to have this cefrayed, We could cut down on the 
7,5,o>der and by coing make sure of selling the lot and making a 
ofit,bdut it has always been the Party’s policy to keep this 
andinge order with the W.S.P, 28 we gather they rely on this 
reculsr order ,an? to encourage them in their efforts, 

Lewisham Delerote.Is it a fact that most of the ¥.S.are sold to 


.C.Member,I don’t really kmow,we are hoping to step up the 
ee tions to the 100 mark, 

Resolution Webster (felvingrove )&Lawrence (Lewisham)"fhat this 

Conference recommencs to the £.C, that the selling price of the 

Western Socialist be increased to 8d," 

Lewisham Delcrate, I am instructed to support any resolution 

which puts up the price of the W.S, to anything up to 9d, 


Islington Delegate, If we pass this resolution I think it will 
Kill the | (3% sales, 


my 
ihe 


1e resolute: an was Lost by on large majority. 


Item fur Discussion J,birmingham,The style of Party jp 
propagenda, with particular reference to the Suez 
i irmingham Delegate, Our cr iticism of the Suez 

Hy Tage Oo think it is a little archaic 


SEES nent it should be emotional i 
irminrhom Delegate, This is the type of Lang 
Salvation Army use, “We of irmingham would be 
leaflets of this character when neoegariaa 
contemporary idiom, 
Southend Delegate.I don ’t think that the 
colourful Gnough, I think it could have be 
Hardy (Zditorinal Committee, ) If an emerg 
oirmin¢-ham will send in their efforts, ; 
Hampstead Selegate, The leaflete went like 
3 hey were any good or not, 
Islington Delcgate,Thy leaflets were ju 
deed thom ot a Lebour party mecting in 
UicClatchic, The World Socialist Party 
proud to associate with the Party that go 
irmingham Delegate, We were not attack 
See We are not 
but we want 20th Century flowery le 
flowery lamguage, 
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